




Shakefpeare. 
Shakeipe are. 


S P E 

Of all men alive 

* I never yet beheld that fpecial face. 

Which I could fancy more than any other. 

Nought fo vile that on the earth doth live. 

But to the earth fome fpecial good doth give. 

Our Saviour is reprefented every where in fcripture, as the 
fpecial patron of the poor and the affiicled, and as laying their 
interefts to heart more nearly than thole of any other of his 
members. Atterhury s Sermons. 

3. Appropriate ; defigned for a particular purpofe. 

O Neal, upon his marriage with a daughter of Kildare, 
was made denizen by a jpecial ail of parliament. Davies. 

4. Extraordinary; uncommon. 

I hat which neceflity of fome fpecial time doth caufe to be 
enjoined, bindeth no longer than during that time, but doth 
afterward become free. Hooker. 

Though our charity fhould be univerfal, yet as it cannot 
be actually exercifed, but on particular times, fo it fhould 
be chiefly on fprcial opportunities. Spy ait’s Sermons. 

Pie bore 

A paunch of the fame bulk before; 

Which ftill he had a fpecial care 

To keep well cramm’d with thrifty fare. Hudihras. 

5. Chief in excellence. 

The king hath drawn 

The fpecial head of all the land together. Shakef. Henry IV. 

Specially, adv. from fpecial. \ 

1. Particularly above others. 

Specially the day that thou ftoodeft before the Lord. D'eutr. 

A brother beloved, fpecially to me. Phil. xvi. 

2. Not in a common way; peculiarly. 

If there be matter of law that carries any difficulty, the jury 
may, to deliver themfelves from an attaint, find it fpecially . 

Hale. 

Specialty. 1 n. f \fpecialite. , French; from fpecial.'] Par- 

Specia'lity. ) ticuiarity. 

On thefe two general heads all other fpccialtics are depen¬ 
dent. Hooker. 

The packet is not come. 

Where that and other fpecialties are bound. Shakefpeare. 

Speciality of rule hath been negleded. Shakefpeare . 

Vv hen men were fare, that in cafe they refled upon a bare 
contract withoutfpccialit'., the other party might wa<je his Jaw, 
they would not reft upon fuch contrails without reducing the 
debt into a Jpeciality which accorded many fuits. Hale. 

Spe'cies. n.J. [fpecies, Latin.] 

1. A fort; a fubdivifion of a general term. 

A fpecial idea is called by the fchools a fpecics ; it is one 
common nature that agrees to feveral fmgular individual be¬ 
ings : fo horfe is a fpecial idea or fpecies as it agrees to Buce¬ 
phalus, Trot, and Snowball. JVatts. 

2. Clafs of nature; fingle order of beings. 

He intendeth only the care of the Jpecies or common natures, 
butletteth loofe the guard of individuals or fingle exiftencies. 

Brown's Vulgar Err ours. 

For we are animals no lefs, 

Although of different fpecies. Hudihras. 

Thou nam’ft a race which mud proceed from me, 

Yet my whole fpecies in myfelflfee. Dryden. 

A mind of fuperior or meaner capacities than human would 
conflitute a different fpecies , though united to a human body 
in the fame laws of connexion : and a mind of human capa¬ 
cities would make another fpecies , if united to a different bo¬ 
dy in different laws of connexion. Bentley s Strmons. 

3. Appearance to the fenfes ; any vifible or fenfible reprefenta- 
tion. 

An apparent diverfity between the fpecies vifible and audible 
is, that the vifible doth not mingle in the medium, but the 
audible doth. Bacon. 

It is a mod certain rule, how much any body hath of co¬ 
lour, fo much hath it of opacity, and by fo much the more 
unfit it is to tranfmit the fpecies. Ray on the Creation. 

The fpecies of the letters illuminated with blue were nearer 
to the lens than thofe illuminated with deep red by about three 
inches, or three and a quarter; but the fpecies of the letters 
illuminated with indigo and violet appeared fo confufed and 
indiftir.il, that I could not read them. Newton’s Opticks. 

4. Pweprefentation to the mind. 

Wit in the poet, or wit-writing is no other than the facul¬ 
ty of imagination in the writer, which fearches over all the 
memory for the fpecies or ideas of thofe things which it defigns 
to reprefent. Dryden. 

5. Show ; vifible exhibition. 

Shews and fpecies ferve bed with the common people. 

Bacon. 

6. Circulating money. 

As there was in the time of the greated fplendour of the Ro¬ 
man empire, a lefs quantity of current fpecies in Europe than 
there is r.ow, Rome poffeffed a much gieater proportion of 
the circulating fpecics tf its time than any European city. 

& Arbuthmt on Coins. 
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7. Simples that have place in a compound. 

Speci'fical. I .. 

Speci'fick. \ ae J' [ Jpectfiqne, 1 rench ; fieeics :\x\d f a: ‘ :c .i 

1. That which makes a thing of the fpecies of which it i s 

That thou to truth the perfect way may’ll know 
To thee all her fpecfick forms I’ll ihcnv. " , 

The underftanding, as to the exercife of this 
fubjeil to the command of the will, though as to the 
nature of its acts it is determined by the object. Jh ll M 
By whofe direction is the nutriment fo regularly diP™*"' 
ted into the refpeilive parts, and how are they kern- ' 
fpecifick uniformities ? " q,° l] f 

Thefe principles I confider not as occult Qualities fn 
to refult from the fpecfck forms of things, but as general} 
of nature by which the things themfelves are farmed• t]V 
truth appearing to us by phenomena, though their cauf^T 
not yet difeovered. Kcwtods Cptlp 

As all things were formed according to thefe jpecifical ' !• '' 
forms, fo their truth mud be meaiuied from their confer^"' 
to them. Nor^ 

Spec fei gravity is the appropriate and peculiar gravity or 
weight, which any fpecies of natural bodies have, andb 
which they are plainly didinguiffiable from all other bndi« Je 
different kinds. Quince * 

The fpecifck qualities of plants refide in their native fn^?’ 
oil and efiemiaHait: for the water, fixt fait and earth appeal 
to be the fame in all plants. Arbu-lnot 

Specifck difference is that primary attribute which d*ift| n - 
guifhes each fpecies from one another, while they dand raid¬ 
ed ^under the fame general nature or genus. Thou ah wine 
differs from other jiquids, in that it is the juice of a°certain 
fruit, yet this is but a general or generick difference; f or j t 
does not diftinguilh wine from cyder or perry : the fpecnck 
difference of wine therefore is its preffure from the grape; as 
cyder is preffed from apples, and perry from pears. iy (li [- 

2. [in medicine.] Appropriated to the cure of fome particular 
diftemper. It is ufually applied to the arcana , or medicines 
that work by occult qualities. 

The operation of purging medicines have been referred to 
a hidden propriety, a fpecifical virtue, and the like fhilts of 
ignorance. ’ Bacon’s Natural hijhr,. 

If file would drink a good decoilion of farfa, with the ufual 
fpecificks , fne might enjoy a good health. JVfeman . 

Speci'ficall y. adv. [ from fpecfick.] In. fuch a manner as to 
conftitute a fpecics ; acording to the nature of the fpecics. 

His faith muft be not only living, but lively too; itnmft 
be put into a pofture by a particular exercife of thofe feveral 
virtues that are fpecifically requifite to a due performance of 
this duty. South's Sermons. 

Human reafon doth not only gradually, but fpecifically differ 
from the fantaftick reafon of brutes, which have no conceit 
of truth, as an aggregate of divers Ample conceits, nor of 
any other univerfal. Grnv. 

He muff allow that bodies were endowed with the fame af¬ 
fections then as ever iince; and that, if an ax head be fup- 
pofed to float upon water which i • fpecifically lighter, it had been 
lupernatural. Eentiip 

To SpecEficate. v. a. [from fpecigs and facio.] To mark by 
notation of diffinguifiiing particularities. 

Man, by the inftituted law of his creation, and the common 
influence of the divine goodnefs, is enabled to ail as a reafon- 
able creature, without any particular, Jpecifieating, concurrent, 
new imperate act of the divine fpecial providence. hale. 

Specification, n.f. [from fpecifick ; fccificasion, Fr.] 

1. Diffi.nct notation ; determination by a peculiar mark. 

This Jpecification or limitation of the queffion hinders the 
difputers from wandering avvav from the precife point of en¬ 
quiry. IVatts’s Improvement ’of the Mind. 

2. particular mention. 

The conftitution here fpeaks generally without the fpea- 
fication of any place. Aylijjcs Para pen. 

To Specify, v. a. [from fpecies-, fpecificer, Fr.] To mention; 
to fhow by fome particular marks of diftinilion. 

As the change of fuch laws as have been’ fpecifiei is necef- 
fary, fo the evidence that they are fuch, muft be great, hooka. 
St. Peter doth not fpecify what thefe waters were. Burnet. 
He has there given us an exact geography of Greece, wi’.cic- 
the countries, and the ufes of their foils arc fmified. Eo\t- 

Spf/ciivlen. n.J. [ fpecimen, Latin.] A fa m pie; apart ot any 
thing exhibited that the reft may be known. 

Several perfons have exhibited fpicimens of this art before 
multitudes of beholders. Addifon s Spellato’- 

Spe'cious. adj. [ [pccieux, Yr.fipeciofiis, Latin.] 

I. Showy ; pleafing to the view. 

The reft, far greater part, 

Will deem in outward rites and jpedeus forms, 

Religion fatisfy’d. 

She next I tm k to wife, 

O that I never had ! fond wifh too late ! 

Was in the vale of Sorec, Dali la, 
r l hat jpccioio monfter, my accompliftfd fnare. 


fi/Jilton. 


Milton- 

Pjaufible; 
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Dryden . 


a. Plaufible; fuperficially, not folidly right; finking at firft 

Bad men boaft 

Their fpecious deeds on earth which glory excites. 

Or clofe ambition varnifli’d o'er with zeal. Miltonl 

Somewhat of fpecious they muff have to recommend them¬ 
felves to princes ; for folly will not eafily go down in its na¬ 
tural form. . Dryden 

Temptation is of greater danger, oecaufe it is covered with 
th zjpecious names of good nature and good manners. Rogers. 

This is the only fpecious objection which our Romifh adver- 
faries urge againft the dodtrine of this church in the point of 
celebacy? Jtwbury. 

Speciously, adv. from fpecious.] With fair appearance. 
Piety is oppofed to hypocrify and unfincerity; efpecially to 
that perfonated devotion under which any kind of impiety is 
wont to be difguifed, and put off more fpecioufiy. Hammond. 
Speck, n. [ypecec, Saxon ] A fmall difcoloration ; a fpot. 
Every fpeck does not blind a man. Govern, of the Tongue. 

Then are they happy, when 
No fpeck is left of their habitual ffains; 

But the pure aether of the foul remains. Dryden’s JEneid. 

To Speck, v. a. To fpot; to ftain in drops. 

Flow’r 

Carnation, purple, azure, or fpeck’d with gold. Milton. 
Speckle, n.f [from fpeck.] Small fpeck; little fpot. 

To Speckle, v.a. [from the noun ] To mark with fmall 
fpots. 

So dreadfully he towards him did pafs, 

Forelifting up aloft his Jpeckled breaft. 

And often bounding on the bruifed grafs, 

As for great joy of his new comen gueft. Fairy Queen. 

Speckl’d vanity 
Will fleken foon and die, 

And leprous fin will melt from earthly mould. Milton. 
Saw’ff thou not late a fpeck I’d Terpen t rear 
His gilded fpires to climb on yon fair tree? 

Before this happy minute I was he. 

The fmiling infant in his hand Ihall take 
The crefted bafiliflt and fpeckled fnake ; 

Pleas’d the green luftre of the fcales furvey. 

And with their forky tongue and pointlefs ffing Ihall play. 

Pope's Mejfiab. 

The tortoife here and elephant unite, 

Transform’d to combs, the fpeckl'd and the white. Pope. 
Spegkt, or fpeight , n. f A woodpecker. Ainfworth . 
Spectacle, n. f [fpeftadc, Yr. fpettaculum, Latin.] 

1. A fliow; a gazing ftock; any thing exhibited to the view as 
eminently remarkable. 

In open place produc’d they me, 

To be a publick fpeElacle to all. Shakefp. Henry VI. 

We are made ajpeftacle unto angels, and men. 1 Cor. iv. 9. 

2. Any thing perceived by the fight. 

Forth riding underneath the caftle wall, 

A dunghill of dead carcafes he fpy’d, 

1 he dreadful fpedtacle of that fad houfe of pride. Fa. Queen. 

A hen pronouncing fentence, feem not glad, 

Such fpetiacles, though they are juft, are fad. Denham . 

3- [In the plural.] Glaffes to affift the fight. 

Thefixth age Ihifts 
Into the lean and flipper d pantaloon, 

With xfpeaacles on nofe and pouch on fide. Shakefpeare. 
We have helps for the fight far above Jpefiacles and giafi'es. 

It is no fault in the fpefiacles that the blind man fees not. 

c< 1 r GlanviUe’s Apology. 

ohakefpearc was naturally learned : he needed not the [fa- 

hJ b °° kS t0 read natUre 3 he looked Awards and found 

n r n 1 1 Dryden on Dramatick Pcefy. 

the ™ ^' maker did not think that he was leading 

the way to the difeovery of new planets. Grew 

ftewswh ^1? rea /°> n ° f the deC3 y of fi S ht in oId 

(news why t h ei r fight is mended by fpeftachs. Ntwton. 

i his day, then let us not be told, 

1 hat you are fick and I grown old ; 

blor think on our approaching ills, 

Spectacled “VlTV piUs * . s ™ fi - 

tacles. " t rom noun ‘] Furnlflied with fpec- 

Ar^'T" 8 ^] fpeak ° f him > and the Weared fights 

Latin.; 

, which'TTm^fpleuri?! 1U " ES “ mftWed ^ 

' ‘onlaieLdV LatinJ A 

T , More 

the fhot. Pr ° VeS * g °° d repaft t0 the JhBaton, the di^pTyi 
A « old gentleman mounting on hoffkfifkff. 
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but defired the fpedlators that they would count fourfeore and 
eight before they judged him. Dryden. 

Pie mourns his former vigour loft fo far. 

To make him now fpettator of a war. Dryden. 

What pleafure hath the owner more than th efpediator r 

Spectre, n.f. [fpeftre, Fr. JpeBrumy Latin.] Apparition 5 

appearance of perfons dead. 

The ghofts of traitors from the bridge defeend. 

With bold fanatick tpeRres to rejoice, Dryden. 

The verv poetical ufe of the word for 3. fpcBre^ doth imply 
an exa£t refemblance to fome real being it reprefents. Stilling. 

Thefe are nothing but fpeStres the underftanding raiies to 
itfelf to flatter its own lazinefs. Loth. 

Specta / 'i orship. n.f. [from fpeBator.] Act of beholding. 
Thou ftand’ffi’ th’ftate of hanging, pr offome death more 
long in fpedlatorjhip) and crueller in luftering. Shakejpeaie. 

Spe'ctrum. n.J'. [Latn.J An image; a vifible form. 

This prifin had fome veins running along within the glafs, 
from the one end to the other, which fexttered fome oi J ■’e 
fun’s liyht irregularly, but had no fenfible effect in encreaung 
the length of the coloured fndh um. Newton’s Opticks . 

Spe'cular. n.f [ fpecularis, Latin.} 

1. Having the qualities of a mirrouror looking glafs. 

It were but madnefs now t’ impart 
The Ikill of fpecular ftone. Donneb 

Quickfilver may by the fire alone, in glafs-veffels, be turn¬ 
ed into a red body; and from this red body may be obtained 
a mercury, bright and fpecular as before. Boyle. 

A fpeculum of metal without glafs, made fome years fince 
for optical ufes, and very well wrought, produced none of 
thofe rings; and thence I under flood that thefe rings arife 
not from fpecular furface alone, but depend upon the two lur- 
faces of the plate of gLfs whereof the lpeculum was made, 
and upon the thicknefs of the glafs between them. Newton . 

2. Affifting fight. Improper. 

The hidden way 

Of nature would’ft thou know, how firft fhe frames 
All things in miniature ? thy fpecular orb 
Apply to well differed kernels ; lo ! 

In each cbferve the flender threads 

Of firff-beginning trees. Philips . 

To Speculate, v. n. [ fpeculer , Yr.fpeculoiy Lat.] To meditate; 
to contemplate ; to take a view of any thing with the mind. 

Confider the quantity, and not fpeculaie upon an intrinfe- 
cal relation. Di?by on Bodies. 

As our news-writers record many fails which afford great 
matter of {peculation, their readers Jpeculate accordingly, and 
by their variety of conjectures become confummateftatefmen. 

Addifon « 

To Spe'culate. v. a. To confider attentively ; to look through 
with the mind. 

Man was not meant to gape, or look upward with the 
eye, but to have his thoughts fublime; and not only behold, 
but Jpeculate their nature with the eye of the underftanding. 

,, Brown’s Vulgar Err ours. 

Speculation, n.f [[peculation^ Fr. f com Jpeculate.] 

1. Examination by the eye; view. 

2. Examiner; fpy. This word is found no where elfe, and 
probably is here mifprinted for fpeculatcr. 

I hey who have, as who have not, whom their great 
liars 

Throne and fet high ? fervants 

Which are to France the fpies and fpeculations , 

Intelligent of our ftate. Shakefpeare’ s King Lear. 

3. Mental view; intelle&ual examination; contemplation. 

. thefe things being fully perfuaded, that what they did, 

it was obedience to the will oi God, and that all men fliould 
00 the like; there remained after fpeculations prailice where- 
unto the whole world might be framed. Hooker. 

T henceforth to fpeculations high or deep, 

I turn’d my thoughts; and with capacious mind 
Confider’d all things vifible. Milton. 

News-writers afford matter of [peculation. Addifon. 

4. A train of thoughts formed by meditation. 

Irom him Socrates derived the principles of morality, and 
moft part of his natural fpeculations. Temple. 

5. Mental fcheme not reduced to prailice. 

This terreftrial globe, which before was only round in fpe- 
cvlauon , has iince been furrounded by the fortune and boldnefs 
of many navigators _ ' Te mpk. 

6. 1 ower of light. Not in ufe. 

'1 hy bones are marrowlefs; thy blood is cold; 

Thou haft no [peculation in thofe eyes 
T hou ftar’ft with. ^ 

Speculative, adj. [ fpeculatifi Fr. from fpeculate.] 

I. vriven to fpeculation; contemplative. 

nvf! K U 0tl, , £r ufes Were ,mer, y £akcn ‘Way, yet the mind of 
nl’,- ? U1S - nnurejpeculattve and delighted with content- 

led e fike ^ ^ WCie hnown even for meer k now- 

. Hooker. 

to tJddrBTV CU atrM pei ' r ° ns who have no tur » ot O'ind 
to encreafe their fortunes. Ad „a 
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